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The audio content is split across two CDs and separated into two sections; 
section 1 (CD1) is the backing tracks minus lead guitar & vocals, while section 2 
(CD2) is the backing tracks with all guitar parts added, so in addition to the written 


tab you can hear the rhythm, fills and solos as they should be played ! 


Music arranged and produced by Stuart Bull and Steve Finch. 


Recorded at the TOTAL ACCURACY SOUNDHOUSE, Romford, England. 


Jamie Humphries: guitar. Міск Ash: bass. 


Pete Adams & Alison Pearse: keyboards. Adam Bushell: drums. 


Jamie Humphries uses Ernie Ball Music Man Guitars. 


Music transcribed by Jamie Humphries 
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Introduction 


THE TOTAL ACCURACY 'JAM WITH...' series is a powerful learning tool that will help you 
extend your stockpile of licks and fills and develop your improvisational skills. The combination 
of musical notation and guitar tablature in the book, together with backing tracks on the CD, 
gives you the opportunity to learn each track note for note and then jam with a professional 
session band. The track listing reflects some of Dire Straits' most popular recordings, providing 
something for guitarists to have fun with and improvise with, as well as something to aspire to. 


The eight tracks on CD1 are full length backing tracks recorded minus lead guitar. The eight 
tracks on CD2 feature the backing tracks with the lead guitar parts added. Although many of 
you will have all the original tracks in your own collections, we have provided them in the 
package for your reference. The 'JAM WITH...' series allows you to accurately recreate the 
original, or to use the transcriptions in this book in conjunction with the backing tracks as a basis 
for your own improvisation. For your benefit we have put definite endings on the backing tracks, 
rather than fading them out as is the case on some of the original recordings. The 
accompanying transcriptions correspond to our versions. Remember, experimenting with your 
own ideas is equally important for developing your own style; most important of all, however, is 
that you enjoy JAM with DIRE STRAITS and HAVE FUN! 


Glasgow born Mark Knopfler was raised on Tyneside. He began his musical career, like many 
great guitarists before him, on the pub and club circuit, in his case in Leeds where he worked 
as a newspaper reporter. Mark moved to London, and formed a new band with his brother 
David, guitar, John Illsley, bass, and Pick Withers, drums. They called themselves Dire Straits, 
after their financial status. 


The band honed their style and were befriended by London radio DJ Charlie Gillett who played 
a demo cf their song Sultans Of Swing on the air. This led to them signing a deal with 
Phonogram, and in 1978 they released their first album, Dire Straits. Despite the then current 
trends of punk and disco, the album sold well in both England, and America. The album 
boasted well written songs, and Mark's clean fingerstyle guitar work, earning him the title of best 
British guitarist since Eric Clapton. One of the highlights of this album was Sultans of Swing, a 
top ten hit that told the story of a London jazz band. The song featured Mark's now trademark 
laid back vocal style, and one of the best guitar solos in rock history. 


The follow-up album in 1979, Communique was not as commercially popular, and saw the 
departure of Mark's brother. The band's sound and style broadened, with the addition of 
keyboard player Alan Clark, who played on the 1980 release, Making Movies, and the 1982 
release Love Over Gold. The new direction saw longer, atmospheric songs like Private 
Investigations, Tunnel Of Love, and Telegraph Road. These songs acted as a vehicle for Mark's 
lengthy guitar solos, and are captured on the 1984 live release Alchemy. 


In 1985 they released the Brothers In Arms album, a global smash that sold over fifteen million 
copies, with an estimated one in ten British households owning a copy of the album. The band 
took advantage of new technology, with immaculate production that was ideal for the newly 
introduced CD format. They also led the pop video revolution, with the release of the massive 
selling single Money For Nothing. The video incorporated hi-tech computer graphics, with re- 
drawn footage of the band. The album also included the radio friendly Walk Of Life, and the 
haunting title track, with an excellent animated video, Brothers In Arms. The band embarked 
on a two hundred date world tour. 


After the massive tour, the band took а break, with Mark embarking on other projects. Не had 
already written the music for the 1983 film Local Hero, and also received production credits for 
Randy Newman and Aztec Camera. In 1990 Mark recorded Neck and Neck, a collaboration 
with his hero Chet Atkins. He also formed The Notting Hillbillies, a country flavoured project, with 
members of Dire Straits, and friends from his pub band days. 


In 1991, Dire Straits released On Every Street, which included the single Calling Elvis. This was 
followed by a live album entitled On The Night. 


More recently Mark released Golden Heart, a solo album drawing more on his country/celtic 
influences. The entire catalogue of Dire Straits albums have been re-mastered for CD, plus the 
release of a new “рез! of" collection. 


Mark Knopfler is a true guitar hero, embracing many styles from rock to country, with either the 
bright ring of his Strat, to the thick growl of his Les Paul. 


Performance Notes 


Sultans of Swing 


This much loved track can be found on the bands debut album, and is always a favourite at their 
live performances. It is based around a chord progression of Dm, C, Bb, and F major. These 
chords are all diatonic to the key of F major, VI, V, IV, 1, respectively. The chords of A major, 
and A7 are chord V of the D harmonic minor scale. These two chords could also be seen as a 
substitute for Am, chord iii of the F major scale. The rhythm guitar was performed by David Knopfler, 
and incorporates fast sixteenth note strumming, rhythmic mutes, and the occasional rake. 


Mark plays lead guitar fills pretty much throughout the whole song using the scales of D Aeolian; 
О, Е, F, С, A, Bb, C, D, and D minor pentatonic; D, F, G, A, С, D. Mark occasionally uses the А 
dominant Phrygian scale; the fifth mode of the D harmonic minor, over the A7 chord; A, Bb, С}, 
D, E, F, G. Mark is renowned for his fingerstyle technique, and this is used throughout the whole 
tune. Much of his lead work includes double stops, and percussive chicken picking, and it would 
be pretty much impossible to recreate the same sound, and character using a pick. 


During the chorus section, Mark follows the rhythm guitar with triads on the D, G, and B strings. 
This section is concluded with a short fill using C major pentatonic; C, D, E, G, A, C. 


This tune also features two memorable guitar solos, with both of these using the same scales found 
throughout the verse. They are full of country style bends and Mark's famous chicken picking. The 
final solo features one of Mark's finest moments, an ascending arpeggio idea that follows the chord 
progression. This track was performed using a Fender Strat through a Fender amp. 


Brothers In Arms 


This atmospheric title track from the massive selling album Brothers In Arms was performed on 
a 1984 Gibson Les Paul re-issue through a Marshall JTM 45 head, and a Marshall 4x12 cab 
with EV speakers. The guitar is modified so the middle position on the pick-up selector connects 
them out of phase, producing a honky mid range tone. 


The tune is based around a keyboard chord progression using chords from the B major scale. 
The guitar plays lead fills throughout the entire tune, with the exception of the occasional power 


chord. Mark creates some haunting lead ideas by fading іп licks ма an Ernie Ball volume pedal. 
It is also important to notice Mark's subtle use of dynamics for certain licks, once again due to 
his fingerstyle technique. ` 


The solo is played over a chord progression diatonic to B major, but the main key centre is Оў 
minor, and uses the Оў Aeolian mode; Gf, Аф, B, Св, О}, E, Ff, Gf. Mark launches into the solo 
with a Gim7 arpeggio, and uses chord tones throughout to help the melodic flow of the solo. 


Romeo and Juliet 


This romantic ballad was taken from the Making Movies album, and features an acoustic 
fingerstyle progression throughout. It was performed on a 1939 National Style-O steel guitar, 
and is featured on the cover of Brothers In Arms. The guitar is tuned to open G, D, 6, D,G, В, 
D, low to high, with a capo at the third fret. 


The intro progression uses the chords of F, C and Bb major, with hammer-on and pull-off idea 
for embellishment. A second standard tuned guitar plays some mandolin style higher register 
chords, on the top three strings. The verse progression uses the same chords as the intro, with 
the addition of the D minor chord. These are played quite softly, with more incidental fills, and 
chordal ideas. 


The chorus section is doubled by a standard tuned acoustic, and an electric guitar. The 
electric guitar is more prominent during the second chorus, and during the latter part of the 
second verse. 


During the outro the altered tuned acoustic takes on secondary role, with a standard tuned 
acoustic playing some chord arpeggio ideas. For the purpose of the transcription, this part 
has been written for the altered tuned guitar. The electric guitar plays some lead ideas over 
the chords of Bb, and C major, employing م8‎ lydian, and C mixolydian, the fourth and fifth 
modes respectively from Ше Е major scale; Е, С, A, Bb, C, D, E, Е. The licks are repeated via 
a long delay. 


Private Investigations 


This haunting track can be found on the Love Over Gold album, and features Mark on a nylon 
strung classical guitar. The tune starts with an electric guitar playing some ideas based around 
an E minor arpeggio, and the E Aeolian mode; E, Fi, С, А, B, C, D, E. The guitar has a long 
delay, and the repeats have been shown on the transcription. 


The intro melody includes notes from the E Aeolian scale, but many of Mark's melodic lines are 
based around the chords performed by the piano. This technique of targeting chord tones 
enables the melody to flow smoothly. The verse features the same chord progression as the 
intro, with the guitar performing chord arpeggios, plus some fills joining the chords. The electric 
guitar also plays the progression, with the chords being faded in with a volume pedal. The 
chorus sees more chord arpeggios, plus some longer melodic ideas. 


The first solo repeats the main intro theme, but incorporates some fast left hand legato ideas, 
and some large position shifts. There are more arpeggios outlining the chord progression. The 
second solo is played against a stabbing low E bass note, and is based heavily around the E 
Aeolian mode. It also features more large arpeggios, that cover a lot of the neck! Mark includes 
some rather uncharacteristic blues licks, that are followed by a marimba, and use notes from 


the E blues scale; Е, С, А, Bb, B, D, E. 


During the outro section, the acoustic guitar performs a bluesy sounding progression, using the 
chords of Em7, and Em6. During this section the electric guitar enters with some distorted 
stabbing chords, and unison bends. There are some more lead ideas with long delay, as heard 
in the intro. There are also some atmospheric sound effects, created with whammy bar, and a 
volume pedal, plus a long pick scrape. This track was probably performed on a Gibson "Chet 
Atkins" nylon strung acoustic, while the electric was most probably a Fender Strat through a 
Marshall amp. 


Telegraph Road 


This track can also be found on the Love Over Gold album, and clocks in at over fourteen 
minutes long. The intro features a chord arpeggio progression, that uses an altered tuned 
National steel guitar, tuned to open G, with a capo at the third fret, (see Romeo and Juliet text). 
The tempo picks up when the band kicks in, and a short intro solo is performed using double 
stops, and licks based around D mixolydian; D, E, Ff, С, A, B, C, D and D Aeolian: D, E, F, С, 
А, Вр, C, D. 


The verse progression includes the altered tuned acoustic guitar, plus an electric guitar following 
the progression, with chord arpeggios, and lead fill ideas. After the first verse there is a short 
instrumental section, with more lead ideas, plus some volume swells. 


The first solo section is performed over the verse progression, and uses notes from the F major 
scale; F, G, A, Bb, C, D, E, Е, over chords from the same key. The solo makes uses of chord 
tones, plus Mark's percussive fingerstyle sound. 


After some more atmospheric volume swells, the tempo slows and Mark delivers a melodic solo 
that uses the D Aeolian mode, plus A phrygian dominant, the fifth mode of D harmonic minor, 
A, В}, С}, D, E, Е, С, A. A second electric guitar performs chord arpeggios, and a third electric 
guitar adds a harmony line at the end of this section. 


There are some more verses, plus a lead solo similar to the intro, giving a familiar feel. This 
lead idea is repeated again at the beginning of the final solo section, but once again it includes 
variations on the licks. This final solo includes more ideas based around D mixolydian, D 
Aeolian, D minor pentatonic; D, Е, б, A, C, D, and the D blues scale; D, ۴ 6, Ab, A, C, D. Mark 
also employs some pretty fast muted chicken picking runs, and bluesy unison bends. This track 
was prabably recorded using a Fender, or Schecter Strat, through a Fender amp. 


Money For Nothing 


This massive selling hit single taken from the Brothers In Arms album, includes a riff that is as 
well known as Smoke On The Water, and uses a similar idea. It also featured the multi-talented 
Sting on backing vocals, and a shared writing credit. 


The main riff is based around the G minor pentatonic scale; С, Bb, C, D, Е, G, performed as 
double stop intervals, (either perfect fourths, or fifths). Mark relies on percussive mutes, and the 
accastional natural harmonic, to fill in the gaps, and keep the riff moving. Atthe end of the cycle, 
the riff is concluded by either the Bb5, and C5 chords, or the F5, and G5 chords. 


The chorus uses the chords of ركع‎ В,5 and F5, and after the riff is performed the chords of C5, 
D5 and E5 are used. 


In. several places the riff is doubled, with the two guitars playing off each other. At the end of 
the song the two guitars trade licks using the G minor pentatonic scale, and include Mark's 
signature bluesy double stops and bends. 


This track was recorded with a Gibson Les Paul, through either a Marshall, or a Soldano amp, 
through a Marshall 4x12 cab, fitted with EV speakers. The nasal tone was produced with a half 
open wah pedal, probably a Cry Baby. 


Walk Of Life 


This track can be found on the Brothers In Arms album, and is a definite nod towards traditional 
rock ‘n’ roll. The intro features the chords of E, А and B major, played оп an acoustic guitar. 
The main riff is based around a simple ۱, IV, V progression, E, A and B major respectively. At 
the end of each chorus the F#5 chord is used, acting as a substitute for Е minor, chord ii of the 
E major scale. 


There is also a unison bending lick at the end of each verse, using notes from the E minor 
pentatonic scale; E, G, A, B, D, E. 


This track was probably recorded with a Schecter Telecaster through a Fender amp. 


Tunnel Of Love 


This epic track can be found on the Making Movies album. The track starts with lead ideas 
based around the D minor pentatonic scale with an added second; D, E, F, G, A, C, D. This is 
followed by a riff that uses chordal fills and double stops. 


The verse progression uses a tight, driving palm muted rhythm, with the chords of D5, F5, G5 
and C5. During the latter part of the first verse, a second guitar is introduced, playing chordal 
fills, and lead lines based around the chord sequence, and the D Aeolian mode; D, F, G, A, В}, 
С, D. This has been worked into a single guitar рап throughout this transcription. 


The chorus section employs the chords of Вр, C, and F major, and uses the Am to link back to 
the intro riff. All the chords are diatonic to the key of F major. This section also uses more lead 
fills based around D Aeolian, and the D minor pentatonic scale; D, F, G, A, C, D. 


A middle eight section is introduced later on, and is based around the chords of G minor and В) 
major. This section builds to another progression using the chords of Е, Bb and С major, and D 
minor. This section concludes with the same progression being performed with a tight 
syncopated rhythm. 


The first guitar solo follows, and uses double stops, and fast runs based around D minor/F major 
pentatonic scale, with the occasional additional notes from the F major scale; Е, С, A, Bb, C, D, 
E, F, to help outline the chord changes underneath. 


The final solo follows another middle eight section, this time played much softer, and with some 
added lead fills. The solo is played over a progression using chords from the F major scale, and 
is based pretty much around the F major/D natural minor scale, (F lonian, D Aeolian, and the D 
minor/F major pentatonic scale. The solo utilises many of Mark's favourite techniques, including 
melodic phrasing, bluesy bends, and country style chicken picking. 


This track was recorded using a 1980 Schecter Strat, probably plugged into a Fender amp. 


Notation & Tablature Explained 


m > O O O m 


BEND: Strike the note 
and bend up a whole step 
(two frets). 


BEND: Strike the note 
and bend up a half step 
(one fret). 


BEND AND RELEASE: Strike 
the note, bend up a half step, 
then release the bend. 


ma O O O ٦ 


QUARTER-TONE BEND: UNISON BEND: Strike both 

Bend the note slightly notes, then bend the lower 

sharp. note up to the pitch of the 
higher one. 


TREMOLO BAR BENDS: Strike the 
note, and push the bar down and up 
by the amounts indicated. 


SLIDE: Slide the finger SLIDE: Slide to the fret 
from the first note to from a few frets below or 
the second. Only the above. 

| first note is struck. 


VIBRATO: The string is vibrated 
by rapidly bending and releasing 
a note with the fretboard hand 
or tremolo bar. 


| Нагт АН АН 
| = © (pinch) 
| = > 


ma O QO O Mm 


| NATURAL HARMONIC: 
Lightly touch the string directly 


ARTIFICIAL HARMONIC: 


ARTIFICIAL HARMONIC: 


PRE-BEND: Bend the 
note up, then strike it. 


PRE-BEND AND RELEASE: 
Bend up, strike the note, 
then release it. 


HAMMER-ON: Strike the first | PULL-OFF: Strike the higher 
note, then sound the second note, then pull the finger off 
by fretting it without picking. while keeping the lower 


one fretted. 


TAPPING: Hammer on to the note marked 
with a T using the picking hand, then pull 
off to the next note, following the hammer- 
ons or pull-offs in the normal way. 


PALM MUTES: Rest the palm of 


over the fret shown, then strike 
the note to create a "chiming" 
effect. 


Fret the note, then use the picking 
hand finger to touch the string at the 
position shown in brackets and pluck 
with another finger. 


The harmonic is produced by using 
the edge of the picking hand thumb 
to "pinch" the string whilst picking 
firmly with the plectrum. 


the picking hand on the strings 
near the bridge to produce a muted 
effect. Palm mutes can apply to а 
single note or a number of notes 
(shown with a dashed line). 


| | 


oultans Of Swing 


Words and Music by MARK KNOPFLER 


О Copyright 1978 Straitjacket Songs Limited. 
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. 
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it's 


in- ves - ti - ga - tion, 


my 


is 


This 


تی moo e‏ نبا 


dm oos ul‏ نیا 


Em 


— نات‎ e” ПИН ПИ 
=a ہے‎ 


B7 
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011ا 0 6 << ۲۲۱ 
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VERSE 2 
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I go check- ing out Ше re - ports, dig- ging up the dirt, 
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Кын سح‎ N lS Se a » ۳ = 


you get to meet all - sorts, in this line of work. — Trea- che- ry and trea- son, 


Р | 
| — —— | 


and when I find the rea - son 


бат Е т7 5 В7/А ЕТ 0/۳۱ 


rc 


m > OO 


m > OO تن‎ m 


rm > O Q O rm 
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MIDDLE 8 


ЕН جج‎ 
Е سے‎ u سج وس ل‎ ооо на 
NSP, = 


p c лы тр e ii eT) 
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Electric Gtr ў 
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URS == 
| GR سس و جوسے ہے‎ жаа. се е Ыс.) 


рана 
гаке іше ہج‎ GE wasa ДЫ e ie د‎ 


== 


and a new set of lies. Blinds on the win- dows and a pain be- hind your eyes. 
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Scarred for life, — No com-pen - sa - tion, Pri - vate in- ves- ti - ga - tion. 
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АҒЫ 
سح سح‎ 
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— Еа 
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М As 
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ЕЕ 3 4 


Й مہ الا جا سٰچہا می سح وی‎ [жын Бока (лл ےم ”مم ےچ لظ رھک ا سجس‎ E a, Е ہکس کسی‎ bee Se) ا‎ =a 
[Ifa LL سے اع نیڈ ہس سا‎ a a a с a a a | dz allen [sl 
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Electric Gtr arranged for one guitar 
with distortion 
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(unison) Full 


Га اما‎ 


т>» O GQ огт 
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* 6 Ет? Етб Ет? 
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w/slight overdrive 
w/delay repeat 


O QO O‏ > كر 
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w/delay 
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(slow release) 


دو سد = ات رت жаа!‏ ع (unison) 6 Е. Ир‏ 


Electric Gtr 
w/delay 
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— لا لصا اس لح ار —— БЕН‏ 
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w/delay repeat 
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Ет 
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ii 
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жыға 


Telegraph Road 


Words and Music by MARK KNOPFLER 
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INTRO (free time) 
KEYBOARD INTRO approx 54 sec 
a tempo ل‎ = 92 


71 Bh(add9) 71 
5! 


With fingers 
Let ring 


Open G tuning with capo at 3rd fret 


D madd9 Cadd9 


0 0 دن 0 3 
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ва кйш ا ات‎ EIL 
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B (av и g = Sea ее gr 41 E a |] | Ц 
Kuu O T سيج دع كه :نهدا تايا اک مات ابا الاح ات الاح رکا کا باحصا‎ 341 
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Electric Gtr 
With slight overdrive & delay 
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m > O Q to m 


Vocals Dm Csus4 C 


Well a 


long time a - go came a man оп а track, walk- ing thir- ty miles with a sack оп his back and he 
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Gtr 2 continues sim 
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— -  der-ness. He built a са- bin and а win - ter store 


Electric Guitar Р 
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Capo at 3rd fret 
Let ring 


сосошо 
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ploughed up the ground by the cold lake shore. The oth - ег tra- vel- lers came walk-ing down the track and they 
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[Mu — a اما‎ 
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ооо ۵ ٥ت‎ © 
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ne- verwent- fur- ther, no they пе-уег went— Баск. Then came the chur- ches, 
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mo» OQ) t m 


ороршо 
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there was 


then 


times, 
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then there 
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then came 
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Gm7add11 


and so wide —— 


goes so deep 


Road— 


Te- le- graph — 


the world out - side. 


a - bout 


song 


te- le- graph sang a 
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۵ 5 ۵ 6 مه 6 


C(add9) 


Dm(7) 


roll - ing riv - er. 


like a 


Arranged for one gtr 


Capo acoustic continues sim. 
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= " =e > رت رح سح‎ ee == <= —ÀÀ——— ا‎ = =s. 
е Е ۰ اس سس‎ Ыы ИЕ то Е RST 
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And my ra- di- o says to - night it's gon- па freeze;— peo- ple driv- ing home from their 


mo og u m 


с Ат От Сзиз4 с 
rall- - - - pee 


fac - to- ries there's six lanes of traf - fic, three lanes— mov - ing slow. 
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Keyboard Chords 
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Clean - Let ring - - - 
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т>ооот 


used to like to go to work, but they shut it down. 


m»oocom 


160 “В string - 1/2 Bend 


* А ۲ ا‎ 
G string = Full Bend Acoustic Gtr as previous verse + ad libs 


but there's no work here to be found. Yes and they say we're gon-na have to pay——- what's owed. 


m»ogoom 
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m» O Q t rn 
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re - mem - ber these nights. 


soon - er for - 


‘tween the lights, —— you had your head оп ту shoul - der, 


Bb Gm7add11 


Now you act a lit- tle cold - ег like you don't seem to care. 


Elec Gtr arr for one gtr 
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- plode in - to flames and 1 don't want to see it а - - - gain 
В h В سس‎ — 
ите p j j ж ЕК j g SSS =r aa па ہے کر‎ i 
гии АЕ 
алаа ساسحا‎ a А 
Зу و فا اس لا‎ НИ رتست‎ TY ہے لب‎ E ےر ًے کے‎ . 
| | | | 
6 تسش سا‎ A S аб سس‎ UE او‎ 
о rs K е. U 
[3 ._ کہ کے‎  — | Е р | < аа ы 
=> < ,— — —| : 
[m o ی اس‎ | Ca c m NR 


215 


) 
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ات هرا 
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Money For Nothing 


Words and Music by MARK KNOPFLER & STING 


KEYBOARD INTRO 
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